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Today’ s
Agend
a

Quick legal refresher

To remediate or not to remediate?

How: two document case studies

PDF accessibility checklist

Q&A
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WCAG 2.1 AA Guidelines
The international web accessibility 

guidelines that are referenced (directly and 
indirectly) by both state and federal laws 

regarding web accessibility.

1

ADA Compliance
The Americans with Disabilities Act protects 
the rights of people with disabilities. It’s 
broad reach extends to websites, but doesn’t 
reference web accessibility specifically.

State Laws
Requires that state agencies comply with 
accessibility guidelines. Examples 
include HB 21-1110 in Colorado or AB 
434 in California.

2

Section 508
A law referenced by the ADA that more 

specifically outlines how to meet accessibility 
standards for electronic content, including 

websites.

Legal foundations for website accessibility
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To remediate or not to remediate?
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That is the question!

Was it created after July 1, 
2024? Yup! Remediate

Is this a state required 
document for this year? Yes, better to be safe. 

Remediate

Is this considered an 
archived document?

Archived Content as Defined by DOJ

No - you’re off the hook. No Remediation Required . 
Just add archived notice. 

https://www.ada.gov/resources/small-entity-compliance-guide/#web-content-and-mobile-app-accessibility-requirements-before-the-rules-start-dates












Case Study 1: simple document with a table 
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Most Common Error: “Untagged PDF”

● Notice for proposed budget amendment
● Use Adobe Acrobat auto-tag
● Fix reading order
● Update Document Title



Case Study 2: Transparency Notice
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A PDF’d version of a web page (Transparency Notice)

● HTML file turns into gibberish when printed as PDF

● Two choices - link to the original or send for 
professional remediation

https://www.sdaco.org/lc/sda-transparency/notice/id/531/feature-name/org.sdaco.transparency.standard


Case Study 3: 3rd party-supplied scanned document
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● OCR to Word, then export as an accessible PDF



Case Study 3: 3rd party-supplied scanned document
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● OCR to Word, then export as an accessible PDF


